ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN

CHURCH
11213 Highway 49, Gulfport, MS 39503
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WEDNESDAY

Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Church Phone: 864-6264
E-Mail Address: m1919@bellsouth.net
Web Page: stmatthewgulfport.tripod.com
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ASH WEDNESDAY
March 5, 2025

Because of the solemn character of Ash Wednesday, the liturgy
during the service will be spoken rather than sung.

WELCOME Pastor Weier

Stand
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P When the days drew near for him to be taken up, Jesus set his face
to go to Jerusalem to die on the cross for us.
C So we set our faces to the cross of Christ this Ash

Wednesday, and there we face our sins.

P Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who
are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the
whole world may be held accountable to God. For by works of the
law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the
law comes knowledge of sin.

C The Law makes us face our sins head on, and we

come to the cross of Christ confessing.

P For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
C We face our sins this day.

(Silence for self-reflection)

P But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart
from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness
to it—the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for
all who believe.

C We who have faced our sins and confessed them,

are now forgiven.



P We arejustified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is

Sit

in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood,
to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It
was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he
might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

We thank you, Jesus, for facing the cross and facing our
sins for us. Amen.

THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES

The pastor and assistant receive ashes first, followed by the
congregation. Using the right thumb, the pastor places the ashes on
the forehead of each person in the sign of the cross, saying:

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

The hymn is sung by the congregation during the imposition of ashes.

HYMN 419 When in Dust to Thee

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

P
C

P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You
have made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create
in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and
acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full
pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.



OLD TESTAMENT READING Joel 2:12-19

124yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all
your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
13and rend your hearts and not your garments.”

Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and
he relents over disaster.

4Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave
a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for
the LORD your God?

15Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn
assembly; °gather the people.

Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; gather
the children, even nursing infants.

Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber.

17Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of
the LORD, weep and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, and make not
your heritage a reproach, a byword among the nations. Why should
they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?"”

18Then the LORD became jealous for his land and had pity on
his people. *The LorRD answered and said to his people,
“Behold, | am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will
be satisfied; and | will no more make you a reproach among
the nations.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE READING 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his
appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew
no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to
receive the grace of God in vain. For he says,

“In a favorable time | listened to you,
and in a day of salvation | have helped you.”

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of
salvation. We put no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault
may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we
commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in
afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots,
labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience,
kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; by truthful speech, and
the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the
right hand and for the left; through honor and dishonor, through
slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are
true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we
live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet
possessing everything.

\P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

VERSE FOR ASH WEDNESDAY Joel 2:13b

Return to the Lorp, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 6:1-6; 16-21
P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the sixth chapter.
C Gloryto You, O Lord.

“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order
to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father
who is in heaven.

“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you,
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may
be praised by others. Truly, | say to you, they have received their
reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know
what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And
your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they
love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that
they may be seen by others. Truly, | say to you, they have received their
reward. But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and
pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret
will reward you.

“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they
disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, | say
to you, they have received their reward.

But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that your
fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret.
And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys
and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
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Sit
SERMON Pastor Weier

HYMN 915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us

Stand

PRAYERS
Each petition ends with the following response:

P Christ, who faced the Cross,
C turnyour eyes to us.
Sit
OFFERING
Stand

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
LORD'S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 162

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I« body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

AGNUS DEI (spoken)

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.

Sit
DISTRIBUTION
Stand

BENEDICTION

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ~I« give you peace.
C Amen.

Hymn 610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me
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